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INSPIRING WOMEN
Women & Power: A 
Manifesto
By Mary Beard (NF) 2017
This manifesto traces the origins 
of misogyny to its ancient roots, 
examining the pitfalls of gender. 
If women aren’t perceived to be 
within the structure of power, isn’t it 
power itself we need to redefine? 

The Power Of Women: A 
Doctor’s Journey Of Hope 
And Healing
By Dr. Denis Mukwege (NF) 2021
From Nobel laureate and noted 
human rights activist Dr. Denis 
Mukwege, comes an inspiring call-
to-action to confront the scourge 
of sexual violence and better learn 
from women’s resilience, strength, 
and power. 

The Wife’s Tale: A Personal 
History
By Aida Edemariam (NF) 2018
In this remarkable memoir that 
recalls the life of her grandmother, 
journalist Edemariam tells the story 
of modern Ethiopia—a nation 
that would undergo a tumultuous 
transformation from feudalism to 
monarchy to Marxist revolution      
to democracy.

RESILIENT CHILDREN
Persepolis: The Story of a 
Childhood
By Marjane Satrapi (NF) 2003
Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, 
Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s 
memoir of growing up in Iran 
during the Islamic Revolution, 
shared in powerful black-and-white 
comic strip images.

In The Sea There Are 
Crocodiles
By Fabio Geda (F) 2010
Loosely based on the life of Afghan 
refugee Enaiatollah Akbari written 
from a series of interviews Geda 
conducted with Akbari. The novel 
follows Akbari from his birth in 
Afghanistan to his arrival in Italy.

What Strange Paradise
By Omar El Akkad (F) 2021
The story of two children finding 
their way after surviving the sinking 
of a refugee boat. It’s a story of 
empathy, hope and despair--and 
about the way each of those things 
can blind us to reality.

INNOVATORS & HEALERS
Feuds, Fevers & Diamonds: 
Ebola and the Ravages of 
History
By Dr. Paul Farmer (NF) 2010
Dr. Farmer, world-renowned doctor 
and anthropologist, experienced 
the Ebola outbreak firsthand. 
Partners in Health, the organization 
he founded, was among the 
international responders. Here he 
shares a first-hand account of this 
frightening, fast-moving episode 
and its implications.

Pipe Dreams: The Urgent 
Global Quest To Transform 
The Toilet
By Chelsea Wald (NF) 2021
A daring profile on sewage-
savvy scientists, engineers, 
philanthropists, entrepreneurs, 
and activists who are challenging 
aversions and focusing their 
formidable skills on making toilets 
accessible and healthier for all.

Tears of Salt: A Doctor’s 
Story Of The Refugee Crisis
By Pietro Bartolo (NF) 2016
The rocky island of Lampedusa, 
off Italy’s coast, is the first port of 
call for hundreds of thousands 
of African and Middle Eastern 
refugees fleeing civil war and 
terrorism and hoping to make a new 
life in Europe. Dr. Pietro Bartolo 
runs the lone medical clinic on the 
island, caring for both the living 
and the dead for a quarter century.

SUSTAINABILITY STORIES
The Overstory
By Richard Powers (F) 2018
An environmental fable (and winner 
of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction) 
about the world of trees and of a 
handful of people, who learn how to 
see that world, are drawn up into its 
unfolding catastrophe.

Secondhand: Travels In The 
New Global Garage Sale
By Adam Minter (NF) 2019
An unexpected adventure into the 
often-hidden, multibillion-dollar 
industry of reuse: thrift stores in 
the American Southwest to vintage 
shops in Tokyo, flea markets in 
Southeast Asia to used-goods 
enterprises in Ghana, and more.

The Fate Of Food: What 
We’ll Eat In A Bigger, 
Hotter, Smarter World
By Amanda Little (NF) 2019
In the fascinating story of the 
sustainable food revolution, an 
environmental journalist and 
professor asks the question: Is the 
future of food looking bleak--or 
better than ever?

INDIGENOUS VOICES
21 Things You May Not 
Know About The Indian 
Act: Helping Canadians 
Make Reconciliation With 
Indigenous People A 
Reality
By Bob Joseph (NF) 2018
The essential guide to 
understanding the legal document 
and its repercussion on generations 
of Indigenous Peoples, written by a 
leading cultural sensitivity trainer.

Life In The City Of Dirty 
Water
By Clayton Thomas Muller (NF) 2019
An electrifying memoir about the 
challenges of growing up Cree in 
Winnipeg which reflects on the 
urgent issues of Indigenous rights 
and environmental policy, from 
a nationally and internationally 
recognized activist and survivor.

Five Little Indians
By Michelle Good (F) 2020
From Cree Canadian writer, Five 
Little Indians is told from the 
alternating points of view of five 
former residential school students 
as they struggle to rebuild their lives 
in 1960s Vancouver. Inspired by the 
author’s family experiences.

Black Water: Family, 
Legacy, And Blood Memory
By David A. Robertson (NF) 2020
A son who grew up away from 
his Indigenous culture takes his 
Cree father on a trip to their 
family’s trapline, and finds that 
revisiting the past not only heals old 
wounds but creates a new future.  
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